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1 SAM. viii. 1 8. 


And ye ſhall cry out in that Day, becauſe of your 
King which ye ſhall have choſen yon; and the Lord 
will not hear you in that Day. 


HE Words are Part of the Anſwer which the Prophet 
| Samuel returned to the diſcontented Fews, who had de- 
manded that an abſolute Monarch might be ſet over them. 
The Prophet, ſtartled at fo ſtrange a Demand, betook himſelf to the 
conſulting GOD in Prayer: and the Anſwer which GOD was 
pleaſed to make him was this, That if the People perſiſted in their 
Demand, it ſhould in Judgment be granted them; Howbeif, yet 
prateſt ſolenmly unto them, and ſhew them the Manner of the King that 
ſeall reign over them, Accordingly the Prophet aſſembled the Peo- 
ple to acquaint them with the Divine Will, and to apprize them 
of the many horrible Inconveniences which would neceſſarily ac- 
company this new Form of Government; That in the Wantonneſs 
of his deſpotick Power, their new King would little regard the Li- 
derties of his People, but treat them like what they would really be, 
the Slaves of his abſolute Will and Pleaſure ; That their Sons ſhould 
be forced to become the Tools of his State and Grandeur, and be 
preſſed into the Service of his Horſes, or his Chariots, or to run be- 
re bis Chariots; That their Daughters ſhould be compelled to be 
the Inſtruments of his Luxury, and forceably taken to be his Con- 
©onaries, Cooks, and Bakers ; That they themſelves ſhould be treated 
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as his menial Vaſſals, and made to drudge af plowing bis GT and 
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reaping his Harveſt, and making his Inftruments of War, and Inſtrument. 
of his Chariots; That the chief of their Property ſhould become 
precarious, and granted away at Pleaſure to his Creatures and Fa- 
vourites, He will take your Fields and your Vineyards, and. your Oli 
Yards, even the beft of them, and give them 10 his Servants, That 
their. remaining Pittance ſhould be decimated and plundered. by hi 
hungry Adherents, He ſhall take the Tenth of your Sheep, of war 
Seed, and of your Vineyards, and give to his Officers; and laſtly, 
That this Loſs of Property ſhould be accompanied; as is uſual; with 
Loſs of Liberty, Ard ye ſhall be his Servants. Having thus fully ac. 
quainted them with the manyEvils attending their new projected Form 
of Government, the Prophet concludes with reminding them, That 
they would ſoon be ſick of their Project, and cry to GOb to de. 
liver them from this oppreſſive Yoke ;. but, That their Cries and 
Tears would then be in vain, And ye ſhall cry out in that Day, be- 
cauſe f your King, which ye ſtall have choſen you ; and the Lord wil 
not bear you in that Day. 
Had the Maclites been oppreſſed by their Judges, there had been 
nothing. wonderful in their Defire of Change, in their looking out 
for ſome leſs oppreſſive Form of Government; but inſtead of that, 
their Judges had been their Protectors and Deliverers, and they had 
enjoyed about thirty Years Peace and Proſperity, under the vibe, 
juſt, and gentle Government of the Prophet Samuel, when they 
thus wantonly deſired a Change, not only of the Hands in the Ad- 
miniſtration of their publick Affairs, but of the Form and Eſſence 
of their Conſtitution itſelf. This Inſtance. ſhews us (and would to 
G OD we had no Inſtance nearer home) That not only Tyranny 
and Oppreſſion, but a long Continuance of Eaſe and Liberty, ate 
es” 


111 
opt. to beget in Men a Kind of Reſtleſsneſs and wanton Impa- 
tience, Which puts them upon trying bold Experiments, and ſeek- 
ing deſperate Changes, without conſidering the fatal Conſequences/ 
of ſuch a giddy and unſteady Procedure: But though theſe Con- 
ſequences are not beforehand conſidered, they are ſure afterwards 
to be ſeverely felt; when the gentle Touches of a golden Scepter 
are changed into the Bruiſes of a Rod of Iron, Repentance will 
certainly come, but come too late; the pernicious Unſteadineſs may 
then be lamented, but cannot be amended; Men may cry unto the 
Lord in the Day of their Diſtreſs, but the Lord will not hear them 
in that Day. 
The Jjraehites ſoon found this Prediction of the Prophet verified ;. 
their Naboths quickly experienced, how precarious their Lives and 
Fortunes were under the Tyranny of their abſolute Ahabs. And 
nd ſurely without a Spirit of Prophecy we may eaſily foretell, that the 
„like and much worſe Conſequences would befall this Nation, upon 
„a like Admiſſion of abſolute Power. Should GOD, in his juſt 
Judgment for our Sins, ſuffer the preſent Invader to force himſelf 
cn into the Throne cf theſe Realms, we ſhould ſoon experience to our- 


out MW Sorrow both the ſad Conſequences here threatened in the Text; we 
ſhould, 
Wat, > 


iſe, MW J. Have all the Reaſon imaginable 7o cry out, becauſe of the Ring 
hey which ſhould be thus impoſed upon us; and 


ence i II. Our Cries would, in all human Probability, be then too late, 
4 to The Lord would not hear us in that Day. 


I, We ſhould have-all the Reaſon imaginable to cry out, becauſe 
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| cf the King which ſhould be thus impoſed on us. Which WII 
appear by conſidering firſt, That the Perſon to be impoſed upon ut 
has no Pretence of Claim to Rule over us, but upon Principles of 
arbitrary Power; which, to Perſons who have taſted the Sweets of 
legal Liberty, muſt bo very. terrible: He claims us not as his Sub- 
jects, but as his Slaves; not as a People whoſe Laws he comes to 
vindicate, but as his Property, his hereditary Chattel, as Wretches 
who have no longer any Rights or Laws at all : Not only the Laws 
of the Revolution muſt be fet afide, but alſo all the former an- 
cient and unrepealed Statutes of the Kingdom ; the Statute of 
Henry the VIIth for indemnifying the Friends of the Regnant 
Prince is, by one Blaſt of the Invader's Mouth, declared void, and 
the Pains of High-Treafon, on all Neutrals, by another Blaſt de- 
clared valid ; thus is our happy Conſtitution and legal -Government 
with a fingleWord annihilated, for ſuch is our Tyrant's Will and Plex- 
ſure, When an Attempt is thus violent in its Embrio, What might 
we not expect from the Monſter, when.grown to it's full Maturity? 


what Alteration of the Coin, and other Arts of Oppreſſion will 
Fail to be practiſed by a Man in Power, who, void of all Power, 
could behave thus arbitrarily, and make his court to his Adherents 
in a Manner ſo ſhocking? We are ſo far fiom being treated in a 
Manner like Freemen, that we are not treated like Men at all, but 
claimed as mere Goods of Inheritance. Nay, we are uſed like 
ſomething worſe.: for an Inheritance may be alienated in due Form 
of Law ; but no Law it ſeems can alienate us from our :Lord, who 
(notwithſtanding any Inabilities and Diſqualifications, whether Na- 
tural or Moral, Religious or Civil) has ſtill an indefeaſible Right to 
us His Property; we are his Unalienable Cattle, and Sant is ſent p 
2 ; | = 


What heavy Rates and Embargoes, what Seizures and Monopolics, 
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kek his Father's Aſſes. Theſe are the only Principles upon which 
he can claim any Rule over us: Principles too abſurd to need Con- 
futation, and to a Britrfh Ear, as ſhocking as they are abſurd, Now 
fhould GOD, in his juſt Anger, ſuffer fo enormous a Ruin to 
overwhelm us, as no Nation ever taſted more largely of the Sweets 
of Liberty, ſo none could have a quicker Senſation of its Loſs. 


This once free, this once glorious Nation, would ſeverely feel the 
Yoak of Oppreſſion; ſhe would grievouſly lament and ſadly cry unto 
the Lord, and all Europe would have ample Cauſe to PAs 
with her in Tears of Blood. A 

Second Reaſon we thould have to cry out te this; that we 
ſhould. find ' ourſelves not only under an abſolute, but a Popifh 
Monarch; under a Bigat, foſter'd in the inmoſt Bowels of that 
corrupt Religion, and zealouſly devoted to all its Follies and all 
its Cruelties. The corrupt Principles imbibed at Rome, would 
oon ſhew themſelves in Attempts to extirpate the Proteſtant, 
that is, in other Words, the Chriſtian Religion; for as to 
their adulterated Superſtition, it is almoſt an Abuſe of Words, to 
call it by that Name; for to what one End of real Chriſtianity is 
Popery calculated ? Is it for propagating the Chriſtian Faith ? So far 
from it, that by teaching monſtrous and impoſſible Doctrines, and 
by venting ſenſeleſs and incredible Legends, it has ſapped the very 
Foundation of Faith, and ſpread Infidelity, Deiſm, and Atheiſm, 
throughout all Chriſtendom. Is it for the Furtherance of G O D's 
Homage and Worſhip? So far from it, that by preſcribing the Ser- 


vice in an unknown Tongue, Ninety-five Parts in a Hundred of the 


People, can ,never worfhip GOD in Publick with their Under- 
ſtandings at all, Is it that it is adapted to the promoting Godlinefs 


and Honeſty.? So far Tone! it, that by flight Penances, and barefoot 
8 Pilgrimages, 
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Pilgrimages, and other little Tricks, they attempt to commute with 
GOD for Moral Honeſty, and have found out the eaſier Way df 
doing Something in the Stead: Nay, this poor Something too of Pe. 
nance, mean as it is, is always diſpenſed with, if the Pafty is rich 
enough and weak enough to purchaſe Indulgences at Rome. | So far 
is Popery from anſwering any good or religious Purpoſe, that all the 
Attempts of Infidels put together to expoſe Chriſtianity. and put it 
gut of Countenance, do not half the Diſcredit. to that Holy Religion, 
as that one ſingle Popiſh. Perverſion of it, the Blaſphemy of making 
G OD, and Abſurdity of eating him. Vet theſe groſs: Nonſenſe, 
all horrible as they are, ſtill are but the flighteſt and more ſupport- 
able Part of what our new Maſter brings us from Rome; he has im- 
bibed not only the Follies, but the Crueſtiet too of Popery, and 
adopted all their perſecuting Prineiples. For can it be ſuppoſed that 
a Perſon brought up in the groſſeſt Superſtition ef the Roman Relir 
gion, and ſo bigotted to tlioſe Fopperies, as for the Sake of them 
to renounce the likelier Means of Succęſs; whoſe Church teaches 
him for an Article' of Faith, that if he uſes mot all poſſible Means of 
extirpating what they call Hereſy, he ſhall; certainly be damned; 
can it be ſuppoſed, I ſay, that a Perſon under ſuch ſtrong Prejudices, 
ſhould content himſelf with the private Exerciſe of his falſe Reli- 
gion, without impoſing it on All, by the ancient Diſeipline of the 
Stake? or is it at all likely, that a Man ſupported by the moſt invete- 
rate Popiſh Powers, himſelf filled with, Reſentment, and his nume- 
.rous hungry Attendants big with Expectations of immenſe Plunder, 
Patrons of Power, and Declaimers againſt the juſt Limitations of 
the Laws, that they ſhould all on a ſudden change their Principles, 
drop the Spirit of the Inquiſition, and at once put on the mild and 
forgearing Spirit of Chriſtianity? no ſurely: The infernal and the 


heavenly 
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heavenly Spirit are at too wide a Diſtance, to be thus eafily ex- 
changed. The Spirit of Chriſtianity, like that of its divine Founder, 
is a humane and well-natured, a meek, a forbearing, and a chati- 
table Spirit; whereas, the Spirit of Popery is all Fury and Cruelty : 
Inſtead of returning Good for Evil, they of the Roman Perſuaſion 
invert the Precept in their Practice, and return Evil for Good; and 
inſtead of praying for Enemies and Perſecutors, they themſelves are 
the moſt implacable Enemies and moſt outrageous Perſecutors; burn- 
ing and fleaing all who aſſent not to their Jargon, and who profeſs 
not to believe, tllät a Loaf is a Man, or a Wafer the Supreme Dei- 
ty, the Great GOD, and Maker of Heaven and Earth. If ever 
then Men had juſt Cauſe to cry out, we who have ſo long enjoyed 
the glorious Light of the Goſpel ſhould have abundant Reaſon to la- 
ment the Removal of GO D's Candleftick from among us, and to 
mourn the ſteady Perſecutions, and unwearied Cruelties of our new 
Inquiſitors. A Ruin this, that one ſhould think would admit of no 
Addition or Aggravation ! And yet there is one moſt grievouſly ag- 
gravating Circumſtance, that would heighten all our Woes ; and 

which J ſhall aſſign as a 
Third Reaſon we ſhould have fo cry out on account of our new im- 
fifed King, and that is, that inſtead of being really ſuch, he would 
in Truth be no more than the mere Tool of the Court of France, 
that moſt determined and avowed Enemy of our Religion, Trade, and 
Liberty, A Conſideration this, which would give new Stings to 
every Anguiſh; for though it were Miſery enough to be under any 
abſolute Maſter, yet if ſuch muſt be, it would be fome Mitigation 
to be under one of our own ; but to be the pillaged Province of a 
French Lieutenant, to be the Slaves of that moſt abje& and flaviſh 
People, to have them that hate us, that ſo inveterately hate us, Lords 
| | ..B over 
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ever us; this would compleatly fill up all the Meaſure of our Wretch.. 
edneſs. Were we independent as a Nation, though ever ſo much 
ridden and curbed as Subjects, we might perhaps in Time (like our 
futil Neighbours) loſe the Senſe of our own Littleneſs, in the ſooth- 
ing Contemplation of our Monarch's Grandure; or once in a Cen- 
tury or two, perhaps, we might expect a Prince who, from Views of 
Ambition or Intereſt, might puſh the Trade and Welfare of his Peo- 
ple; or were our new Maſter to be his own Mafter, the Time might 
poſſibly come, when he might reſtore our Religion and Liberty from 
his own Convictions ; but as the Caſe is, there is no Room for this 
diſtant and bare Poſſibility of Relief; for were our new Lord. ever ſo 
well diſpoſed to redreſs us, his Lord would never ſuffer him to yield 
us the leaſt Redreſs. Our Religion muſt be oply of the French Mode, 
and we ſhould be told when to admit the Conſtitution Unigenitus, 
Our Trade would be regulated. by French Commiſſioners, and we 
ſhould be graciouſly ſuffered to deal in whatever did not interferewith 
the Manufactures of France. And our Liberties would be reſcued 
out of the Hands of ignorant Juries, and truſted to the Lenten d: 
Cachet of more knowing Secretaries, 

And now I may accoſt you in the Words of Plate, Bebold your 
King! Behold the Condition with which you are threatened. Be- 
hold the Manner of the King that would reign over you. Inſtead of 
legally-limited Magiſtrates, and Law- protecting Princes, Princes 
that in no one Inſtance ever attempted, or ſo much as wiſhed to vio- 
late thoſe Limitations. inſtead of your preſent beautiful Conſtitu- 
tion and admirably-ballanced mixt Government, behold an unli- 
mited and abſolute Tyrant, who claims to himſelf the Power of dif 
penſing with all Laws, and whoſe Will is in lieu of all Rights and 


Privileges, Inſtead of that ineſtimable Privilege of worſhipping 
G OD 


94 

GOD according to your own Conſciences (the only Way indeed 
in which he can really be worſhipped at all) inſtead of ſerving your 
Maker with Goſpel Simplicity in your own Land, you would ſoon be 
compelled by Fire and Faggot to ſerve Wood and Stone in a Land that 
would then be no longer yours. And inſtead of being as you now are, a 
free, independent, and glorious Nation, the Arbiters and Bulwark 
of Europe's Liberty, you would ſink into the contemptible Condi- 
tion of the ſervile Province of the moſt ſervile People; a People 
famed only for Levity and Perfidy, for Lewydneſs and Debauchery; theſe 
Haters of you would become Lords of you. The Fruit of thy Land 
and all thy Labours ſball a Nation which thou knoweſt not eat up, and 
thou- ſhalt be only oppreſſed and cruſhed alway. 

Bleſſed GO D]! What an Exchange is here? an Exchange not 


to be thought on without Horror, and not to be endured without 
Diſtraction; and yet if it is endured at all, it muſt be endured for 


ever. For if through our Diviſions, our Indolence, or any other 
Miſmanagement, we once ſuffer ourſelves to be brought into this 
lamentable Condition, our Caſe then will he irretrieyable ; we may 
then cry out becauſe of our King, but cur Cries will be in vain. Which 

was the 
IId General Head I propoſed to ſpeak to; our Cries would in all 
human Probability be then too late; the Lord would not hear us in 
that Day. You will need but few Words to be convinced of this, 
If you attend to the Nature and Manner of puſhing this impious 
Attempt, it is to be done at once, and to leave us no Poſſibility of 
After- remedy. The Popiſh Invader, not daring to truſt himſelf to a 
Britiſh Parliament, openly endeavours to enflave us once for all by 
a military Force, which France will gladly ſupply him with, almoſt 
at all Adyentures, - in order to ſerve its own ambitious Views, Now 
B 2 if 
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if we ſhould tamely ſuffer the putting on this Yoak, what Poſſibility 
is there of ode vt ſhaking it off again? Shall we, think you, be 
able to dd that then hand · cuffed, which we were unable to do When 
our Hands Were at full Liberty? Then if we regard the natural or 
uſual Courſe of GOD's Providence, we ſhall find that he co-Operates 
with them that uſe their own Endeavours, but ſhuts: his Ears againſt 
he Cries of the tumorous or. ſlothful. When the Egypfians were 
purſuing. the Maelites, in order to bring them back to their priſtine 
Slavery, the Panick began to increaſe their Cries, and at the ſame 
Time to abate their March; upon this, tbe Lord ſaid unt Moſes; 
Wherefore. crieft thou unto me? Speak unto the Children of: Iſrael, that 
they go forward, Had they neglected this neceflary Means ef their 
Salvation, and ſtood ſtill till their Enemies were upon their Backs, 
how much ſoever they might then have cried out, the Lord would 
not have regarded ſuch untimely and unavailing Prayers. And ſhould 
we (which G OD avert! and bleſſed be his Name there is at pre- 
ſent no Appearance of any ſuch Thing) ſhould we by our Diviſions, 
our Treachery, our Cowardice;or any other Faults, neglect the Means 
of our Safety, and. once put ourſelves into the Power of our Enemies, 
our Repentance would then come too late; our Prayers and Tears 
would be out of Place; and how much ſocver we might cry out 
becauſe of our Folly, The Lord would not hear us in that Day. 

But there is a Time when GO D may be found, an acceptable Tims 
when our Prayers fhatl enter even inis bis Pars. If we exert ourſelves 
like Men, and then look up to G O for Succeſs, the Lord auill des 
liver us in this Time of Trouble, Such is his amazing Goodneſs to his 
Creatures, that his very Threatnings and Judgments are finally in- 
tended as Mercies; and it is our own Fault if this threatned Judg- 


ment, which now hangs over our-Heads, does not turn to our Good 
3 in 
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in many Reſpects. It may reform us as Men; it may unite us as En- 
gliſemen; it may, if we are not wanting to ourſelves, yield us many 
Benefits and Advantages. Of theſe many, I ſhall ſelect four parti- 

cular Improvements; which, if we are wiſe, we ſhall make of it. 

It will: revive our decaying Horror of Popery; it will lead us to-a 

greater Sobriety of Thinking; it will curb our Petulancy and Wan- 
tonneſs of Talking; and it will teach us to look up to, and place a 

proper Reliance on Almighty G O D: In all theſe Things we have 

been greatly faulty, and if we are wile, we ſhall now fet n,. 
bout the amendiag them. The | 

Firſt Improvement we may make of this threatened Judgment, is 
o revive amongſt us that juſt Horror of Popery, which of late, by 

he Arts of the Enemy, has gone much to decay. We may take 


oft its Fangs and Claws; its cruel and perſecuting Spitit is juſt as 
1cked, and juſt as hurtful as ever. What can be more unequita- 
le, what more directly contrary to that firſt Principle of Juſtice, 
be doing as we would be done by, than to.invade Mens Properties, 
orment their Bodies, or take away their Lives, only becauſe they 
liffer from us in ſpeculative Opinions? No Man has a Right to ex- 
ort the Opinion of another; which if he had, ftill he could have 
0 Right to force him to change it: Nay, the very Attempt implies 
1 Abſurdity,. for the Mind and Thoughts are free, and liable to no 
-ompulſion- but that of Reaſoning and Argumentation. And fo 
ar is the. Mind from altering its Opinions and Sentiments at another's. 
Vill, that it. cannot alter them at its own Will, without further 
git and new Conviction; it is not only out of the Power of others, 
ut out of my own. Power too, to make me think, that a dead 
Vafer is a living Man, till ſome more prevailing Arguments than I 
ever 


herefore this Opportunity of reminding Mankind, that it has not 


troduces a (laviſh Abjectneſs of Soul: Thus Rome, which former 


En 


ever yet heard, are brought to convince me: And till T am convinced 
though exceſſive Torments might perhaps force me to ſay it, yet al 
the Racks in the Univerſe could never force me to think it. 80 that 
to attempt to alter an Error of the Mind, by red-hot Pincers, is 2 
abſurd a Practice, as it would be to try to cure a Mortification in 
the Body, by fine Speeches and Harangues. How wicked and in. 
human then muſt it be, for Men to perſecute and to torture one 
another for Opinions, which it is not in their Power to alter, and 
which, without farther Light and Conviction, to change is altoge- 
ther impoſſible? and then this perſecuting Spirit is as hurtful as it i 
wicked, Many and grievous are the Miſchiefs which it does Man. 
kind: It depopulates the World; infomuch that J1aly, which 
{warmed with Inhabitants, whilſt it preſerved its Freedom, no, 
under the Influences of this oppreſſive Spirit, wants Hands to cult. 
vate the Earth, and keep it wholeſome. It dejects and cowardize 
Mens Minds, extinguiſhes noble and generous Sentiments, and is. 


abounded with great and manly Spirits, produces Tempers now d 
quite another Make, famous only for the two meaneſt Paſſions tht 
can debaſe a human Mind, I mean, Jealouſy and Revenge. Then 
as it makes Men Cowards, ſo it likewiſe makes them Hypocrites ant 
Diſſemblers of their religious Sentiments, for fear of incurring tit 
Cenſure of their ſevere Inquiſitors. And when Men are thus com. 
pelled againſt their Judgments to act a religious Part, it is plain theWratc 
muſt inwardly hate the Compulſion, and deteſt their Religion, which 
they know to be a Cheat. This leads them to a ſecret Abhorrence 
of all Religion in general: And hence it is, that Taly is allowed thei 
be ſo fruitful of Atheiſm and Wickedneſs. And thus Severities 
inſtead of propagating, have a natural Tendency to the deſtroyin 
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and effacing religious Sentiments. And it were well if that were all. 
12 they not only root out religious Sentiments from the Mind, but 
ao plant irreligious ones in their ſtead; they do not only ſtrip the 
Man of his Religion, but alſo of his Humanity; and by rendering 
5 him fierce and cruel, make him much worſe than he was by Na- 
wre: When did the corrupteſt Nature put Men upon ſuch Butch- 
0 eries and Maffacres, as e have ſeen effected by miſ- governed Zeal ? 
Our Queen Mary was by Nature of a Sex and Temper that inclined 
„ber to Mildneſs ; and yet the oppreſſive Genius of her Religion put 
ber upon butchering and burning Multitudes of her innocent and 
n- inoffenſive Subjects. A late neighbouring Monarch was by Na- 
ch ture a Lover and Encourager of Arts and Sciences, and yet the 
w, perſecuting Spirit of his Religion made him murder, baniſh, and 
l. end to the Gallies, two Millions (as has been computed) of the 
ze WY beſt and moſt induſtrious of his People. And to mention no more 
in Inſtances, the Conſpirators of this Day were by Nature Men, and 
erh it was the Spirit of Bigotry and Perſecution alone, that made them 
ai auch Dæmons as to attempt the murthering at one Stroke, the King 
that g and whole Royal Family, all the Orders and Ranks of the Nobility, 
"hen Wall the Biſhops, all the Judges, and all the Flower of the Gentry of 
and the Kingdom: And yet this Stroke, horrible as it was, muſt ſtill 
the have been followed with more horrible Conſequences ; for what a 
Scene of Bloodſhed and Confuſion muſt have enſued? Yet the Conſpi- 
ators, blinded with Popith Zeal, and deaf to all the Suggeſtions of 
di vature and Humanity, gloried in this aſtoniſhing Enterpriſe, and died 
rencFlmenting, not the Wickedneſs, but only the Unſucceſsfulneſs of 
ed their Plot, And had it not pleaſed G O D to make this Day again 
rite WFmemorable, by ſafely conducting on it, to our Reſcue, that Pi ince, 
ing hom his Providence ſeems to have deſtined from his Cradle for the 
ane ED Bulwark 
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ligion, I fay, had not GOD ſent us his timely Reſeue, the am; 
reſtleſs Faction had laid their Plot, though not more bloodily, Vet 
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amongſt us acted as if they thought Freedom conſiſted in an EX 
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Bulwark of human Liberty, and the Support of the Reformed Re. 


more effectually for our Undoing: And we may reaſonably inf; WM * 
from the large Advances which were made in diſpenſing with e 
Laws, in diſplacing Proteſtants, and illegally promoting Papiſts i 
their room, that had their Power continued unmoleſted to this Tiny, l 
there had not been at this Day one Soul amongſt us, that might with Wl * 

Impunity have enjoyed the Liberty of his own Thoughts. Of ou il © 
Thoughts did I ſay? No, not ſo much as the Freedom of our very 
Senſes ; but it had by this Time been Death for a Man to fay, thi L 
Bread is Bread; and whoever had denied, nay, whoever had 6M ” 
much as queſtioned their blaſphemous Gibberiſh, had been irretrie a 
vably condemned to the Flames, and thereby (in the Opinion d 0 
the inhuman Burners) immediately ſent headlong into Flames eter 
nal. ——Now the reminding you, more forcibly than we coul( by 
otherwiſe have done, of theſe Things, is one Advantage which we 1 
may reap from this new infamous Attempt on our Religion and L- 0 
berty. A 64 

Second Improvement, which I hope we thall be ſo wiſe as th 
make of this threatened Danger, will be, the letting it lead us int fo 
a greater Sobriety of Thinking and Acting. Our Liberty, it mull int 
be owned, was degenerated into Licentiouſneſs; and too man] E 


emption from all Reſtraints of Reaſon and Religion. Even 1: by 
Bulk of us were much ſoftened by long Peace and Proſperity. U 
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verſions were becoming the publick Buſineſs, and, we were ſinking © 
1 - - | Ma 

a-pace into a Nation of effeminate Pleaſure-Hunters: Nay, . 00 


Nooped fo low as to ape the moſt apiſh of all People, and to b. 
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now attempts to put them upon us by Force. Such an univerſal 
Conformity inelines them the more to think of univerſal Monarchy, 
and it may at the ſame time diſpoſe GOD to make our Sin our 
Puniſhment. Let this Danger then awaken us to a more become- 
ing Conduct. Let Religion have its proper Weight. Let us return 
to our grave, manly, Engl/þ Spirit; and leaving Lewdneſs and Le- 
vity to our Enemies, as their undoubted Property, reclaim a dobri- 
ety of Thinking and Acting, as our own. A 

Third Advantage, which I hope we ſhall reap from this inſolent 
Invaſion, will be the curing that Petulancy and Wantonneſs of Talk= 
ing againſt Government, which was become fo univerſilly faſhion- 
able amongſt us. I know that in all free States there muſt be a rea- 
ſonable Liberty of Speech ; but ours was a Liberty run mad, And 
for ſome Years paſt we have been courting Invaſions from Abroad, 
by the wanton Seditiouſneſs of our Diſcourſe at Home, We have 
made our Enemies look upon us, as a People that only wanted Swords 
to be put in their Hands for their own Deſtruction: They have be- 
gan to treat us accordingly, and we already feel the fad Effects of 
this Miſconduct, Surely then we ſhall be fo wiſe as to amend this 
for the future. We ſhall bridle our Tongues and Pens from theſe 
intemperate Sallies, give over our cenſorious and hyper-critical Hu- 
mour, nor longer attempt to talk down thoſe who protect us; or 
wantonly invite to our Deſtruction, thoſe who wait only theſe Op- 
WF portunities of compleating our Ruin. The 
Fourth and laſt Benefit that the Time will permit me to mention, 
which we may receive from the preſent Danger, is this, it ſhould 
I make us look up to, and place a proper Reliance on, Almighty 
GOD. We have been greatly faulty in this Particular, and too 
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much left G O D out of our Alliance. We have been too mueh 
inclined to think that our own native Strength and Courage are ſuf. 
ficient to ſurmount all Difficulties, and that if our Enemies offend 
us (how much ſoever we may have offended GO D) we have no- 
thing to do but to beat them at Pleaſure. But alas! this is greatly E. 
mifcounting our Strength and Abilities ; yet were our Strength ever 
ſo great, ſtil we ought not to rely on that, but on GOD for Succek, 

To rely on our own Strength, is to be guilty of that Crime which 
the Scripture elegantly ſtiles ?rufing in the Arm of Fleſh; an Arm, er 
which, without the Arm of G'OD, will be ſure to fail us. Hex 
how ſeverely the Prophet Jeremiah rebukes this falſe Confidence: 
Thus faith the Lord, Curſed be the Man that truſteth in Man, and ma. 
teth Fleſh his Arm, and whoſe Heart departeth from the Lord. l 
People who regard no GO but their own Right-Hand, who reh 
only on their own Strength, and not on the Affiſtance of the Lord 
of Hoſts, have but little Reaſon to expect Succeſs. For what is the 
Strength of the moſt numerous or moſt powerful Hoſt, when ſe 
in Array againſt the Power of the Almighty. A Handful of GOD' 
Servants may chace ten Thouſand, nay their own Panick often ſcat- 
ters them as Chaff before the Wind. The Wicked 2 ao ben 1 
Man pur ſueth, but the Ri ghtetus only have Cauſe to be bold as a Lim: 
They only have juſt Cauſe for a manly Confidence Eat truſt in th 
Lord, and whoſe Hope the Lord is. A Nation who fear G OD hae 
nothing elſe to fear: The Lord is their Defence, whom then ſal 

„ they fear? The Lord is their Deliverer, of hom then ſhall they be 

| afraid? To Heaven then we muſt look and not to Earth for Help; 

. and indeed it ſeems as if GOD, by ſome gentle Checks, kindly in- 

tended to recall our miſplaced Confidence from the Creatures; not 
that any human Means are to be neglected; but when we have uſed 
the 
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the proper Means of Defence, we are not to depend on them, but 
on GOD alone for the Succeſs: Not on our own Arm, but on the 
Almighty Arm of G OD, the Giver of all Victory, 

Thus if we are wiſe, we ſhall extra& Good out of this intended 
Evil, and take an Occaſion from it, of growing more zealous Pro- 
t:(tants, more grave and manly Engliſhmen, more loyal to our King, 
nd more dutiful to our GOD. So may we hope for his Bleſſing on 
ur Arms and Counſels; fo ſhall our lawful Sovereign vanquiſh and 
wercome thoſe that riſe up againſt him: A, for his Enemies, GO D 
all cloath them with Shame, but upon himſelf and his Poſterity ſhath. 
is Crown for ever flouriſh, 
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